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Welcome to my first newsletter as editor.  Many thanks and appreciation are due to Caroline, who has done a sterling job over many years and is a hard act to follow.  I am keen to involve members – if you have been somewhere which may be of interest to members, please consider writing a few lines and maybe a photo to include in the next edition.  Also, if you know of an event coming up, please send me details or a flyer and I will include that. In my first newsletter as editor, I am including reports of recent events which may be of interest, as well as details of forthcoming events.   Many thanks for your support.  CatCommittee Members:
Chairperson: Teresa C
Treasurer: Jane S
Secretary: Linda B
Membership: Ena B
Programme Organiser & Trips: Sally P/Teresa C
Website Newsletter: Cat N
Sarah N
Caroline W
Sheridan Y
Website:  marketsquarequilters.co.uk
Email: marketsquarequilters@gmail.com
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Recent Club Meetings
Brief reports of the meetings and photographs of quilts can be found on the website.
October – AGM
30 members attended the meeting in which a number of changes of committee members took place.  See list on the left.  Sue C stood down, after 2 years as Chair and was thanked for her leadership and service to the club.  Teresa C volunteered to become the new Chair, which was very warmly received.    We also held a Bring and Buy sale at the meeting.  A number of Premmie quilts were donated, including some for the Christmas Challenge.
November – Demonstration of a Bosal Bag
Cat demonstrated how to make a bag, using a method she found online.  The video can be found on YouTube:  Make a Crafty Gemini Improv Tote.  If you want written instructions, please email Cat.  There were also many Christmas Challenge Premmie quilts ready to donate.
Here are a couple of completed bags by Marianne and Lesley:
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December:  Xmas Party
25 members enjoyed the Christmas Fat Quarter Game and lots of party food.  A good end for a successful year.
Next Meeting Wednesday 22nd January
At this meeting, we will have the reveal of the completed quilts from last year’s Block of the Month patterns.  I am looking forward to seeing all of the different interpretations.  Please bring along your quilts, whether completed or not.
The committee will also be presenting and explaining this year’s programme.  
Sewing Sisters
Meetings on Thursdays 9th January, 13th February and 13th March.  Venue:  St Mary’s Church Hall in Greenham, 10am to 3pm.
This is a group of MSQ members who meet on the second Thursday of each month for a day of sewing and chatting.  You are welcome to join them with some sewing and your lunch.  Drinks and biscuits are provided.
The Next Workshop

The next workshop is at Chieveley Village Hall on Saturday 25th January, 10 – 4.
In the morning, there will be opportunities to do mini-workshops on the following:
Quilting Basics
Finishing off your binding
Mitred corners
Flange Edging
The rest of the time you are free to get on with your own projects with plenty of members available for any opinions or advice you might need.
There are still places if you want to sign up.


Creative Journeys – Exhibition of Textiles and Mixed Media
Old Fire Station Henley 24-29th October 2024
The exhibition ‘Creative Journeys’ lived up to the stated clime of its participants of celebrating their creative journeys through a shared inspiration - a love of design, colour, textures and stitching. 
All the participants including our own Barbara Lacy-Smith regularly go to InStitches the creative textile centre run by Hazel Ryder and Terry Donaldson in Finchampstead. They organise regular ‘play days’ where you can go and use their facilities and benefit from their guidance to create your own cloth. Most of the exhibitors had previously attended a series of courses and workshops called “Creating Your Own Cloth” which explored dye, paint and print on fabric. This collective background of knowledge and practice shone throughout the exhibition.
Participants displayed several pieces each so you could see how some explored and played with various techniques, while others honed their skills to produce a more homogeneous collection of work. Most pieces started with a dyed, printed or painted base layer to which a range of embellishments had been added. The work was very varied both in terms of its subject and construction including quilts, pictures and pieces of art, to 3d objects and hanging mobiles. However, the whole exhibition had a collective presence that added up to more than the sum of its parts. 
I particularly enjoyed exploring the composition and complexities of some of the work, the addition of a mark there and a single stitch here. In contrast others pieces displayed crisper minimalist approach to equally good effect. I came away thinking I must be more considered in my own work.
A lot of thought was obviously given into the presentation of individual items and the overall curation was excellent making the most of the wonderful space. It was stunning and certainly had the wow factor. The old Fire Station at Henley is an excellent venue for textiles and I have been to several exhibitions there over the years. I for one will be keeping my eye out for any other exhibitions at the Fire Station and by this group.  Sarah N
Barbara L-S’s beautiful sunflower
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Quilters’ Guild Region 6 Day
My first Regional Day at Abingdon on 19th October in the very good company of Sarah N, Mary W,  Barbara  and Linda B.  In the morning Sarah Hibbert gave an illustrated talk.  She is a modern quilt maker who uses mainly linen fabric.  Sarah told us she began quilting in the later 1980s.   In addition to quilting with linen, she hand quilts, mainly in straight lines, as well as machine quilting, also mainly in lines.   She is also a keen collage maker, making a collage every morning when she gets up.  She explained the process of making a quilt from a collage and has written a book “From Collage to Quilt”.  
Sarah also told us about her collaborative projects, for example with Tara Glastonbury, an Australian quilter.  They both made quilts in similar colours around half square triangles.  In March 2023 Sarah had a solo exhibition in Sitges in Spain.  In May 2023, the International Quilt Museum in Nebraska invited Sarah to submit 2 quilts for their collection.  They did not like the quilts she offered but wanted 2 quilts which were not for sale,  which she did let them have, making her one of the first British people to have an exhibit at the Museum.
She has also had a booth at the Festival of Quilts, sharing with Yaeyoung Eom, a Korean Quilter.
Sarah became the Ambassador for the Quilters’ Guild Modern Quilts in June 2023.  She is also a member of several quilt groups, including London Quilters who have a biennial exhibition at the Library at Swiss Cottage.  In Quiltcon in Raleigh, USA, her quilt “Walter” won third prize.  Unfortunately, it was sold and she has no idea where it is now.
Sarah’s designs have been made into silk scarves, cards and the Quilters’ Guild porcelain mugs (now sold out).  She names her quilts after people, for example “Oh Yoko” after Yoko Ono because one part of the design reminder her of Ono’s film of bare bottoms!  Another quilt is named for John Cooper Clarke, who writes haiku.  This quilt is in the form of a haiku, with 7 sections, 5 sections and 7 sections.
Sarah has travelled extensively with her work and has had many travelling adventures, for example in the USA on her way to workshops in Maine, when she left her bag with quilts and notes on the plane.  Very traumatic!  Her next trip is to Seoul, South Korea where she is exhibiting her work for a new audience.
A very interesting and informative talk.
Website:  www.sarahhibbertquilts.com
hello@sarahhibbertquilts.com
After Sarah’s talk, 38 donated Linus Quilts with a blue theme were paraded, including Caroline’s.  The blue theme was to celebrate the 45 years since the QG was founded.  Half of the quilts are destined for Oxfordshire and half for Berkshire.  We had the chance to vote for our favourite.  After lunch, Sarah ran a workshop on collage which was a chance to get creative with paper, giving us the chance to get more of an insight into Sarah’s creative process.  A welcome tea break with cakes made in the shape of 45 rounded off the afternoon.  Cat N.
Here are some photos from the event.
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News from Newbury Bobtails:
It was lovely to meet members of Market Square Quilters at our bobbin lace exhibition at Newbury Library in November. The exhibition was a great success and very well received, showcasing the wide range of laces made by the group.
Our next event, apart from our regular meetings, will be our Lace and Craft Day at Chieveley Village Hall on Saturday March 8th. You will be very welcome - bring some friends and any portable craft - eg patchwork, hand embroidery, crochet etc. It doesn't have to be lace! 
At the lace day we will have an exhibition of antique lace brought to us by Tina Mitchelmore - with (very) optional quiz. Tina's display last year was stunning and we're really looking forward to seeing many more examples from her extensive collection. We also have Harlequin Lace Suppliers, endless cups of tea and coffee, and cake in the afternoon, all included. Tickets (£6) are available from lacedaytickets@newburybobtails.org. We always have a very friendly and pleasant day.
If you are interested in learning to make lace, we can help. We don't have formal lessons, as we are a self-help group, but we can offer advice, patterns and supplies. Just join us at one of our meetings (first meeting free). If you let us know you are planning to be there, we can ensure there will be supplies for you. Just email secretary@newburybobtails.org.
Please see our website for further information about our events and meetings:
www.newburybobtails.org
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Interview with Teresa, our new Chairperson

Teresa told me she had lived in the Newbury since 1999.  Before that she was in Germany for 12 years where her partner was in the Air Force before he retired.  Teresa herself worked within accounts the whole of her working life, apart from when she was in Germany, where she ran a secret and confidential registry.  She has two daughters, both living locally, and three grandchildren, all at school.

Teresa learned to sew at school in Brighton, aged 12.  She was a cross-stitcher and dressmaker, but her mother was a patchworker and hand quilter, and in 2018 Teresa decided to give it a go.  Of course, like all of us, she was bitten by the bug.  She began with a cushion cover.

One of the things Teresa likes most about patchwork and quilting is its mindfulness.  She also loves the maths and puzzles of putting it all together.   When Teresa started, she made more traditional style quilts, but now she prefers a more modern style without dense quilting.

As far as other forms of crafting are concerned, Teresa still does dressmaking, and she also does paper crafting, although not so much now.

In 2025 Teresa wants to make a quilt with William Morris fabrics.  She also has three UFOs (unfinished objects) she wants to finish.  Teresa has belonged to the Quilters’ Guild for three years, belonging to the Modern Quilt Section.  She may do the Quilters’ Guild Retreat in January.   As far as plans for our group are concerned, Teresa wants to organise more trips for us to enjoy together.

Many thanks to Teresa for giving up her time for me to interview her.  Cat N
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Here are a few photographs from the Linus Day held in October:
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 More details of this, new tours, workshops and TV shows below.
Janet Clare - 1 Day Studio Workshops
1st and 2nd Mar 2025
7th and 8th Sep 2025
Janet Clare's Studio, Farnborough, Hampshire, UK

Come to my lovely studio for a fun and friendly workshop. With all my quilts, sketchbooks and fabric stash on hand to help inspire you. I aim for everyone to leave with new skills, lovely work and the confidence to go and create your very own textile artworks.

I will help you design, draw any templates required and guide you every step of the way.
Janet Clare

[image: Tune in to get a closer look at Janet Clare's fabrics and products with tips and live demonstrations!]
Stitch with Janet Clare
Sky 670, Freeview 73, Virgin Media 754, YouTube
Tues 14th Jan, 9am and 11am

Tune in to get a closer look at my fabrics and detailed information on my products with tips and live demonstrations.

Want to see any of the demos from recent shows, you can catch up on YouTube too!
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	🧵50% off Final Clearance Sale🧵 at Studio 39

		Studio 39 is Closing After 20+ Years!
It’s your last chance to shop – 50% OFF EVERYTHING during our Final Clearance Sale!
Hurry, once it's gone, it's gone forever. Don’t miss out on incredible deals!
 
Limited Time Extra Offer Enjoy Free UK Delivery!
Buy 3 metres of fabric or spend £20 on any goods to qualify for complimentary shipping across the UK. Shop now while you still can.
 
Wishing all our customers a Happy New Year.  Happy quilting!
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The Quilters’ Guild






	The Quilters' Guild has long been a source of education and friendship across the British Isles. We are an organisation powered by volunteers and loved by thousands. 
We come together as a diverse group of individuals where abilities and differences are celebrated, the one thing that unites us all is our devotion to stitched textiles and of course, our quilting community!




The Guild is open to everyone with an interest in patchwork and quilting regardless of experience and skill, area of interest. Whether you are a beginner, an experienced quilter, textile artist, tutor or someone interested in the history and development of patchwork and quilting you are welcome to join us.
The Guild is a voluntary organisation with a small staff team. We are dependent on a host of volunteers to maintain and develop our activities both nationally and regionally. You can find out more about what is happening near you by visiting our regional pages or searching for an event based on your location.
The Quilters' Guild is the only UK charity dedicated to ensuring a vibrant quilting future. As an educational charity our aim is to enable members to develop their skills and explore new techniques and areas of interest. Our Special Interest Groups (SiGs) focus on contemporary, miniature, modern, and traditional techniques and are open to all members to join. The SiGs hold a mix of workshops and retreats with opportunities for members to exhibit. Join the Guild and join a group that specializes in your favourite style of quilting - or try something new. We have the resources that will help you broaden your interest and develop your skills.
The British Quilt Study Group researches all aspects of quilt making, historical and contemporary running seminars and study days. If you have wondered when fabrics became available or techniques fashionable or just the story behind a fabulous quilt this is the group for you.
We have a fantastic collection of quilted textiles both historic and modern that are exhibited, where opportunities allow, across the country. You can borrow a book from our extensive library or check out quilting stories in the Talking Quilts project.
Our shop reflects the items in our collection and features products like the Pattern Box series. This has been developed to provide an opportunity to learn a new technique set in a modern way based on a historic textile piece.
Whatever your interest you are most welcome to join us and join in our many activities.

Joining costs £57 per year.  
Next Quilters’ Guild event.  
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As an affiliated group, MSQ receives the online newsletter which will be forwarded to you.
As a member, you have access to many resources, videos and virtual workshops.  It is well worth a look at the Quilters’ Guild website.
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Talks, Shows, Workshops, Tours and TV

The Quilters' Fair at Farnham is the first event in the new year, do come along and see us.
More details of this, new tours, workshops and TV shows below.
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Sun 14th Jan 2024

Farnham, Surrey

Start the new year with some fabric shopping! Come and
visit us at the Quilters' Fair in Farnham in January.
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		Janet Clare - 1 Day Studio Workshops
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7th and 8th Sep 2025
Janet Clare's Studio, Farnborough, Hampshire, UK

Come to my lovely studio for a fun and friendly workshop. With all my quilts, sketchbooks and fabric stash on hand to help inspire you. I aim for everyone to leave with new skills, lovely work and the confidence to go and create your very own textile artworks.

I will help you design, draw any templates required and guide you every step of the way.
Learn more and book
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		Stitch with Janet Clare
Sky 670, Freeview 73, Virgin Media 754, YouTube
Tues 14th Jan, 9am and 11am

Tune in to get a closer look at my fabrics and detailed information on my products with tips and live demonstrations.

Want to see any of the demos from recent shows, you can catch up on YouTube too!
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Calling all textile artists, embroiderers, needleworkers
and anyone interested in sewing! Are you a keen
stitcher? Want to try your hand at creating a mini quilt?
RSPB Pagham Harbour invite you to take part in their
Mini Quilt Competition.

For full details scan the QR code or alternatively visit:

https://events.rspb.org.uk/paghamharbour

Date 21 September 2024 - 21 March 2025

Cost £7.50 per entry / quilt
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Sun 12 January 2025 9.30am-4pm

Join usfor a day of fantasic bargains and stock up on fabrics for your
2025 projects a aur annual quiling fabric sale and exhibiton. Browse
and buy from over 40 axhibitors selng fabrics, haberdashery and mare.
Be inspired by a fantasic quilt xhibion, on display from ourlocal
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Young Guilers il alsa be running sessions for undear 16 hroughout he
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Advance: £6 | Onthe door: £12 (£6 afier 1pm)
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ickets: farnhammaltings.com | Box Office 01252 745 444
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Upcoming retreats from % justhands-on.tv

Quilting and Embroidery

Modern Stars Quilt weekend with Anita Birtles  Sentiments Quilt weekend with Karen Crookes

22 - 23 February 2025 15-16 March 2025
New Place Hotel, Shirrell Heath, Hampshire The DeVere Horsley Estate, East Horsley, Surrey
Price £470 Price £470

Sashiko Quilt Block and Rice Bag weekend Sampler Book Stitching weekend

with Sarah Soward and Terry Summerfield with Wendy Mansfeld
26 - 27 April 2025 10-11 May 2025
New Place Hotel, Shirrell Heath, Hampshire New Place Hotel, Shirrell Heath, Hampshire
Price £470 Price £470

Book NOW:

For more about our retreats: www.justhands-on.tv/events/retreats
Contact us at: retreat@justhands-on.tv
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18th and 19th
January 2028

Book your place at Quiltworks.co.uk




